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English uncertainties

We all know that English is a pain when it 
comes to making study notes. Sure, it’s easy in 
content-based subjects where you can follow the 
dot points in the syllabus. 

But the English syllabus is quite a different story. 

Students often feel overwhelmed trying to 
predict the essay question they will receive in an 
exam. Stress no more. Here are 3 essay questions 
you can bank on in the HSC. 

The generic question


General question about the 
concept of the module

E.g. To what extent are the 
individual and collective 
experiences central to the human 
experiences of your studied text? 

The form specific question


How does the text type affect 
meaning?

E.g. Prose fiction relies primarily 
on setting to create cultural tension. 
To what extent do you agree with 
this statement?

The text specific question


Question about your studied 
text in the module 

E.g. To what extent are power 
struggles central to the human 
experiences in The Merchant of 
Venice?
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